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Friday, 4-7pm
Elegant Garage Sale
Member Reception
2654 N. Campbell Ave.
Contact: Carol 529-6466
Saturday, 7am-1pm
Elegant Garage Public Sale
Contact: Carol 529-6466

10

Friday, 11:30am
Green Valley Unit
Madera Room, La Posada
Margo Cowan, Immigration Atty.
Call Sue: 399-9763

14

Tuesday, 10:00am
SaddleBrooke Unit
Holiday Coffee Social
Home of Barbara Fortino
38327 S. Samaniego Dr.
RSVP 825-1881
Monday
League Office closed until 1/3

20

January
3

Monday, 10:00am
League Office re-opens

4

Tuesday, 9:30-11:30am
Eastside Unit
Charter School Update
Ward 2 Office
7575 East Speedway
Contact: Phylis 885-3271

5

Wednesday, 5pm
LWVGT Board Meeting
League Office
Tuesday, 10am
SaddleBrooke Unit
Charter School Update
Clubhouse HOA #1
Contact: Linda, 241-1043
Friday, 11:30am
Green Valley Unit
Charter School Update
La Posada, Madera Rm.
Contact: Sue 399-9763
Saturday, 9:30am-noon
LWVGT General Meeting
Program Planning/Update
on Arms Control
Main Library

11

14

15
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GENERAL MEETING
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
SATURDAY, JANUARY 15, 2011
9:30am Refreshments
10am-noon Program Meeting
Joel Valdez Main Library
101 Stone Ave., Tucson
(Free parking in the Library Underground Garage with Entrance off Alameda)

SOMETHING NEW –
PROGRAM PLANNING AND
UPDATE ON LWVUS
ARMS CONTROL POSITION
LOCAL AND STATE LEAGUE
PROGRAM PLANNING
In League of Women Voters
parlance, “program” is a plan that
sets out what issues the members
want to study during the following
year. In keeping with our nonpartisan stance, we look at all of the
aspects and both pros and cons.
Members may attempt to formally
take a position on which to lobby.
Political agendas that are in the
arenas of existing League positions
also may come under scrutiny.
This year members will
provide direction on Greater
Tucson and Arizona League
program position statements and
potential studies. Planning is a
crucial aspect of a local League's
activity. The League's visibility and
influence in the community are the
result of local programs and action.
It is important to find out where
members' interests lie in order to
work from common concerns in the
group. The goal of this meeting is to
identify interests.
Program is the basis for the
League's education and action

efforts. Positions are added and
amended only after members study
the issue and reach agreement
through a consensus or
concurrence process. Action occurs
when the League acts using one of
these positions. Action can be taken
only if a position already exists at
the local, state or or national level
and only by the president and board
of the local, state or national
League.
Reviewing League positions:
Please print and fill out the forms
inserted in this on-line issue of The
Voter or bring the insert from the
printed Voter copy and bring it to the
January meeting. You will find the
local and state positions in your
gray Membership book and bring it
to the meeting. If you are unable to
attend, please mail the filled out
forms to the League office: LWVGT,
2424 E. Broadway, Tucson, AZ
85719
(Continued on page 4)

T

he LWVGT Board
wishes everyone a
joyous holiday
season! You can come to
the December 3
members’ preview (4:00
p.m. to 7:00 p.m.) of our
December 4 Elegant Sale
at 2654 N. Campbell. Visit
with your LWVGT friends
and enjoy refreshments while getting a sneak preview
of the “goodies” for sale. Maybe you will find
something to buy too!
Your board held a discussion at our last meeting about
the lack of civility that we are seeing at many of the
forums that were held prior to the general election. It
will be necessary to upgrade our spring moderator
training for these events to ensure that they are
focused on the issues and not on disruptive behavior.

Recently Gini McGirr and I visited the Green Valley
unit. I reminded the members that LWVGT is one of
the most important factors in keeping democracy
alive. During the days before the election, I heard from
so many people that they truly trust the LWV because
we are non-partisan, non-sectarian. Our primary
focus is to inform the voters, and that is much
appreciated. Please invite your friends to become
members.
Because we inadvertently scheduled our annual
meeting for April 22, which is Easter weekend, we
have had to change programs and meeting dates for
many events in 2011. Please look for those changes
elsewhere in the Voter. Mark April 8 for the annual
meeting at the Mountain Oyster Club.
Carol West

LIBRARY PROJECT WRAPUP
About 60 people were registered in total this year
during the library project. Our role at the libraries during
elections is a good one. Many people asked questions,
and those who staffed the tables said that many more
said they were registered and going to vote--so our
presence there acted as a reminder too.
A debriefing meeting will be held with Library
staff to discuss successes and where improvements can

The LWVGT VOTER is published monthly August through
April, with a combined December/January issue. Maria
Moreno, Nuvoprint, Inc., is the designer. For information
contact any member of the VOTER Editorial Board, Betty
Bengtson ( bgbengtson@earthlink.net or 219-3507),
Gini McGirr ( ginilwv@aol.com or 579-2138) or Betsy
Zukoski ( czukoski@earthlink.net or 299-6312).

®

be made. We look forward to continued cooperation with the
Library and other community organizations."
I wish to thank the following library coordinators: Betty
Bengtson, Woods Library; Wendell and Rose Mary Niemann,
Columbus Library; Patsy Frannea, Mission Library; Sue
DeArmond, Quincie Douglass Library; and Betsy Zukoski and
Sally Davenport, Valencia Library.
Sally Davenport director

League of Women Voters of Greater Tucson
2424 E. Broadway, Suite 110
Tucson, AZ 85719
Tel: 520-327-7652
Email: lwvgt@aol.com
Office hours: 10am-1pm Monday through Friday
Websites: LWVAZ: www.lwvaz.org
LWVUS: www.lwv.org
LWVGT: www.lwvgt.org

The League of Women Voters, a nonpartisan political organization,
encourages the informed and active participation in government,
works to increase understanding of major public policy issues, and
influences public policy through education and advocacy.
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ELEGANT GARAGE SALE
Need a holiday gift? Something different for the relatives? Pick up an oddity at the Elegant Garage
Sale on Saturday, December 4th, 7 am until 1 pm at Jody's Framing Gallery, 2654 N. Campbell Ave.
A special LWV member preview with holiday refreshments will be Friday, Dec. 3rd, 4 pm - 7 pm.
Do your holiday shopping and support the LWVGT at the same time.

WELCOME TO OUR NEW MEMBER THIS MONTH!
Mary Gresham

Note from the Voter Service Committee
To all members seeking to be involved with the LWV, Voter Services provides a great opportunity for
you to directly impact our community and you are welcome to join this committee.
Victor Bowleg, Voter Service Chair

Attend a Non-party Party!
No need to get out the party clothes. Just relax at home with your favorite
libation while you receive a tax deduction!
Instead of sponsoring a League Holiday Party this year, the Board of Directors of LWVGT cordially
invites you to a Stay-At -Home event, and suggests that you spend the money you would have spent
on the party by making a check out to the LWVAZ Ed Fund. This helps our local league with its
brochures, ballot proposition publications, Library Information projects, Running and Winning program
for high school girls, the Kenya Good Governance Project and other voter education programs.
Please mail the check to LWVGT, 2424 E .Broadway, Suite 110, Tucson, AZ 85719
Enjoy a restful evening at home and feel good about helping the League keep democracy alive by
quietly continuing its commitment to inform voters and promote the seriousness of our democratic
responsibilities. Thank you in advance for your tax deductible contribution and a toast to you in the
coming year!
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REPORT
December 9, 2010 will be the eighth
Running and Winning Workshop this
time at Cienega High School, Vail, AZ.
The Steering Committee met November 16th to finish
planning all tasks, and on November 18th, the Chairs and
Moderators visited Cienega for a last meeting with
Principal Pena and some of her enthusiastic staff. Carol
West (LWVGT) and Nancy Woodling (AAUW) will be comoderators this year.
We are looking forward to a great high tech day with young
high school women:
* discussing the highs and lows of campaigning with our
supportive elected and campaign experienced women of

Pima County and Tucson;
* choosing table candidates and planning Senatorial
campaigns;
* giving speeches (on issues) with accompanying power
point presentations.
UA Graduate women will facilitate the discussion tables. A
WIN-WIN for all!
Thanks to many of you who help.
If any League members wish to contribute to this Voter
Service project, please make a check out to LWVAZ
Education Fund, subject line--Running and Winning
and mail to LWVGT, 2424 E. Broadway, Suite 110 Tucson,
AZ 85719.
Shirley J. Sandelands co-chair

Imagine Greater Tucson
The plan for "Imagine Greater Tucson" is to open the door to any and all ideas from the entire community. This is
a rapidly growing, un-aligned community based effort dedicated to protecting and enhancing our quality of life in the
greater Tucson region.” We believe in the enormous power of community to inspire and shape a better future for Tucson.
The goal is to involve everyone in creating a shared vision for our region’s future”. From that vision, strategies will be
developed by the people of greater Tucson to turn our vision into our future reality. We need your participation to make
this successful.”
There are community conversations happening from Marana to Sahuarita and in between. To become involved
as a scribe or facilitator or participate in a conversation, call 209-2448 or www.volunteer@imaginegreatertucson.org. A
training session is scheduled for Thursday, December 2nd at the Junior League Building on River Road.
Judy Fischer
Continued from cover page

ARMS CONTROL UPDATE:
st

Sue Ward, 1 VP-Program, will give a short
update on the LWVUS Arms Control position.
This Update was adopted at the LWVUS
convention last June.
The League's 1982-84 national security
study was intended to add focus and direction to
existing support for “efforts to reduce the risk of
war, including negotiations on disarmament and
arms control” under the UN position. The
League has continued to play a key role in
legislative efforts to limit funding for unworkable
and destabilizing missile defense systems and
to uphold the traditional interpretation of the

ABM Treaty.
Changes in the nature of international threats
have played a great part in the current changes to the
League position. For example, “non-state actors”
weren't considered in earlier times; since 9/11, the
existence of Al Qaeda has introduced an entirely new
“actor” into the international picture. Other changes,
too, have brought about the current updates to the
League's position.
This is a year in which major treaties drafted in
earlier years are due for review by the Congressional
and Executive branches of government. As a result of
this, the League has taken action to keep up to date
with current arms control developments.

League of Women Voters of Greater Tucson
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PROGRAM PLANNING
LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF ARIZONA
PROPOSED PROGRAM 2011-2013

These positions are found on pages 41-42 of your gray Membership book. Bring your Membership book to the
meeting. See below on this and following page for instructions on filling out these forms.
Program Items
State Government
Arizona Election Law
Election Systems Reform
Legislative & Congressional Redistricting
Initiative & Referendum
County Government
Campaign Finance
Arizona Corporation Commission
Reorganization of the Executive Branch
Judicial
Judicial Selection and Tenure
Juvenile Justice
Lower court Reform
Reproductive Choice
Social Policy
Human Needs
Victimization of Children and Intrafamilial
Abuse
Education
Public School Finance
High Stakes Testing
Natural Resources
Land Use
Water
New Study
Scope

Retain

Drop Update Restudy Change

_____
_____
_____
_____
_____
_____
_____
_____

_____
_____
_____
_____
_____
_____
_____
_____

_____
_____
_____
_____
_____
_____
_____
_____

_____
_____
_____
_____
_____
_____
_____
_____

_____
_____
_____
_____
_____
_____
_____
_____

_____
_____
_____
_____

_____
_____
_____
_____

_____
_____
_____
_____

_____
_____
_____
_____

_____
_____
_____
_____

_____

_____

_____

_____

_____

_____

_____

_____

_____

_____

_____
_____

_____
_____

_____
_____

_____
_____

_____
_____

_____
_____

_____
_____

_____
_____

_____
_____

_____
_____

Update
Reviewing League Positions: The task is to prioritize existing positions of the LWVGT and LWVAZ and to
suggest potential new local and state studies. While studying the positions, ask yourself: Are they current or outof-date? Are they still relevant? Do you have questions about them? Do any need changing, dropping, updating
or restudying? This is the time to look at potential issues for new studies. Has any issue been raised in other
organizations or in the press? Is there a local issue to be studied that is timely? Can it be solved by government
action? Does it meet League principles? Can the League make a difference? Does it provide opportunities for
League action? Will it raise our visibility and credibility? Are other groups interested?
After you have identified an issue for a new local or state study, write it concisely on the form, being specific but
flexible. Next, write a scope for the study to describe the limits of the study and outlines the subject area.
Please complete this form and bring it to the January 15 Program Planning Meeting for discussion. If you
cannot attend the meeting, please mail the completed form to Sue Ward, LWVGT, 2424 E Broadway,
Tucson, 85719 by January 15, 2011.

PROGRAM PLANNING – LOCAL PROGRAM
League of Women Voters of Greater Tucson
Proposed 2011-2012 Positions
These positions are found on pages 39-40 in your gray Membership Book. Bring your Membership Book
to the meeting. See below on this and previous page for instructions on filling out these forms.
Program Items

Retain

Drop

Update

Restudy

Change

Local Studies
Inside Metropolitan Tucson-continued update ____
Charter Schools, 2d year
____

____
____

____
____

____
____

____
____

GOVERNMENT
Home Rule/Consolidated Government
Council Elections
Council-Manager Government

____
____
____

____
____
____

____
____
____

____
____
____

____
____
____

Natural Resources
Comprehensive Planning & Zoning
Water Resources
Air Quality
Energy

____
____
____
____

____
____
____
____

____
____
____
____

____
____
____
____

____
____
____
____

Social Policy
Affordable Housing
Balanced Transportation System
Education
Education Finance

____
____
____
____

____
____
____
____

____
____
____
____

____
____
____
____

____
____
____
____

New Study
Scope
Update
List your top three priorities
Program planning is your chance to let the LWVGT Board know what issues are important to you. These
positions will be discussed at the January General Meeting.
INSTRUCTIONS FOR FILLING OUT THE FORMS:
*Mark Retain if you wish to keep the position unchanged.
*Mark Drop if you wish to delete any portion or all of the position.
*Mark Update if you wish more current information on this position.
*Mark Restudy if you believe the position needs a new or different consensus.
*Mark Change if you want to make an editorial word change or any other change. Please write in the portion you
wish to change.

Please complete this form and bring it to the January 15, 2009 Program Planning Meeting for
discussion.
If you cannot attend the meeting, please mail the completed form to Sue Ward, LWVGT, 2424 E.
Broadway, Tucson, AZ by January 15, 2009.

FINALLY, WE WON! VOTER ID LAWSUIT
th

On October 26 , a press release went out stating that the Ninth Circuit of Appeals issued a 2-1 opinion which
found that Arizona's proof of citizenship law for all new voter registrants violates the National Voter Registration Act
(NVRA) because the NVRA mandates that states “shall accept and use” the federal voter registration form without
additional documentation requirements.
Leaguers should now get a lot of the federal registration forms to register new voters.
The LWV of Arizona joined with the Inter Tribal Council of AZ., Inc., the Hopi Tribe, Arizona Advocacy Network
(AzAN), American Civil Liberties Union,AARP, and other organizations in a suit against this law.
Sen. Russell Pearce wrote the measure in 2004. It was put on the ballot and passed by 56% of the voters. At that
th
time, it was the first law in the U.S. to require all would-be voters to prove they were U.S. citizens. Last year, the 9 U.S.
Circuit Court met in Tucson with former Justice Sandra Day O'Connor as one of the three judges. Now, a year later, the
decision has been reached with Justice O'Connor and Judge Sandra Ikuta voting for the decision and Judge Kozinski
dissenting on the NVRAissue.
The Governor and Secretary of State have said they would appeal. You can be sure it will go all the way to the
U.S. Supreme Court.
Gini McGirr

LEGISLATIVE REPORT
The election is over! All of the TV, radio and newspaper ads
are done. The phone call will not be a ROBO call for a
candidate. The signs are gone. Now we pick up the pieces
and see what happened in our state and nation.
The U.S. Supreme Court will be hearing three cases on
rd
Arizona issues. On Nov. 3 , it heard presentations on tax
break donations for private schools which is church vs
state. The case on matching funds for Clean Elections has
not yet been granted a review but will be by December. The
third issue is penalties for employers who knowingly hire
illegal immigrants.
Women serving: Women did not do well this year.
Depending on outcome of several races, women will hold
even in the Senate with 17 seats and could lose one or two
of their 73 seats in the House. This would be the first such
decline since 1978 . On the House side, the GOP fared
better, adding 8 new female members but those gains were
offset by defeats of at least nine incumbent Democratic
women. The number of female governors will remain at six.
U.S. House of Representatives: The GOP picked up two
new seats and held onto one. District 1 found (R) Paul
Gosar over incumbent Anne Kirkpatrick (D); District 2: Trent
Franks , incumbent; District 3: Ben Quayle (R); won the
seat of retiring John Shadegg (R); District 4 Ed Pastor (D),
incumbent; District 5: incumbent Harry Mitchell (D) lost to
David Schweikert (R); District 6: Jeff Flake (R) incumbent;
District 7: Raul Grijalva (D) incumbent and District 8:
Gabrielle Giffords (D) incumbent.
December 2010/January 2011

State Legislature: This was fruit basket upset. Senators
are now Representatives and vice versa. The GOP picked
up three seats in the Senate and there are now 21
Republicans and 9 Democrats. Leadership positions were
picked as follows: Senate Republicans: President-Russell
Pearce (he was Speaker of the House last year); Majority
leader-Scott Bundgard; Majority whip-Steve Pierce. House
Republicans: Speaker-Kirk Adams; Majority leader-Andy
Tobin; Majority whip-Debbie Lesko. Senate Democrats:
Minority leader David Schapira; Asst. minority leader-Leah
Landrum Taylor; Minority whip-Paula Aboud, Tucson.
House Democrats: Minority leader Chad Campbell; Asst.
leader, Steve Farley, Tucson; Whip Matt Heinz, Tucson.
Propositions:
Prop 106 Health Care Services: Passed with 55% of the
vote (The LWV opposed this)
Prop 107 Preferential Treatment: Passed with 59% of the
vote. (The LWV opposed this)
Prop 109 Hunting & Fishing: Failed by 56% of the vote.
Prop 110 State Trust Lands: Failed by 50.39% of vote
Prop 111 Lieutenant Governor: Failed by 59% of the vote.
Prop 112 Initiative Petitions: Doing recount as 50/50%
Prop 113 Secret Ballot: Passed with 60% of the vote.
Prop 201 Medical Marijuana: Passed by 50.13% of vote
Prop 301 “Growing Smarter” Sweep: Failed by 74% of the
vote. (The LWV opposed this)
Prop 302 “First Things First” Repeal: Failed by 70% of the
vote. (The LWV opposed this)
Gini McGirr, Government Chair

League of Women Voters of Greater Tucson

CHARTER SCHOOLS
The LWVAZ has a 1999 position on charter schools. Two years ago, the Tucson league decided to another look at
local charter schools now they have been around about 15 years. We have researched both local charter schools
and traditional public schools to see how successful charter schools have been, what effect they have had on the
traditional public schools and what could be done to make things better.
We felt that it is important for everyone to see the 1999 position on charter schools.
SYNOPSIS OF LWVAZ POSITION ON CHARTER SCHOOLS
(Reached by participating AZ Leagues by concurrence in 1999)
LIMITATIONS
h Length of granted charter to limited to 5-7 years
h District schools’ charter within own boundaries only
h Districts’ charters in compliance with USFR (Uniform System of Financial Reporting)
h Number of schools chartered annually (no number given)
FUNDING
h Charters compliant with USFR
h Annual external financial review required
h AZ start up/stimulus funds eliminated
h Granted monthly on current enrollment
h Transportation formula consistent among charters and tied to actual expenditures for transportation Non-for-profit
basis
h Non-compliance withholds funds and return of property to state
QUALIFICATIONS
Must include in charter and submit the following:
h A mission statement A sound business plan
h Curriculum Evaluation plan
h Governing board recruitment and procedures
h Compliance with AZ open enrollment law
h Maintain a proportion of certified teachers
h Require non-certified teachers to be similarly educated and/or experienced
h Require applicants (sponsors,) operators, governing board members, and teachers to be fingerprinted and
background checked
OVERSIGHT
h Annual financial and academic review conducted by State Department of Education
h Non-compliance leads to involvement by State Department of Education
h Immediate closure in case of fraud, illegal use of money or abuse followed by charter school to arrange transfers
of students
INPUT/INVOLVEMENT
h Mechanism for citizen involvement be integral part of governing boards
h Information regarding schools readily and easily available to public
Joyce Steiner Charter Committee

League of Women Voters of Greater Tucson
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VOTER SERVICES HIGHLIGHHTS
gVoter Services was very active in
the greater Tucson community this
past election providing and assisting
with voter registration, political
forums, speaker’s on the ballot
propositions, moderating community
forums and providing training on how
to plan and moderate forums. Shirley
Muney directed forums; Martha Binns
directed the Speakers Bureau and
Sally Davenport chaired Voter
Registration in the Library project.
Gini McGirr conducted the most
important task of creating the Voter
Guides which so many folks in the
community depend on to be educated
on the ballot propositions.

gThis fall Shirley Muney, Sally
Davenport, Noell Rodriguez, and
Victor Bowleg provided a training
opportunity for league and community
members on the basics of planning
and moderating a forum. This
includes not on ly impo rt ant
information but actual role playing to
familiarize the participants with all the
tools needed to create future effective
neutral forums.

Ginger Fetzer and Victor Bowleg
registered over twenty voters. Sue
DeArmond and Janice Rosenberg
registered voters at the School for
Integrated Academics and
Technologies/Job Corps.
At a non partisan “ Meet the
Candidates“ community program held
by the Hispanic Chamber of
Commerce and Latinos for Arizona
Shirley Muney and Victor Bowleg
registered voters.

at the last minute, had only two
candidates from the same party able
to come. As a result, according to
LWVGT forum rules, after each
candidate was given time for a short
opening address, the forum was
canceled.This provided the public an
intimate informal conversation with
David Bradley and the late Sen. Jorge
Garcia.
gThe Speaker’s Bureau was chaired
by Martha Binns.

Several successful forums were
held this past election.

Shirley Sandelands, Sally Davenport,
Shirley Muney, Betsy Zukoski, Sue
The Superintendent of Public Ward, Marion Pickens, Phylis
Instruction Forum held at Rincon HS Carnahan, Betty Geehan, Carol
was a great learning opportunity. This West, Carolyn Badger and Gini
forum presented us with several McGirr gave talks on the Ballot
challenges in relation to auditorium Propositions. These were at The
s i z e , s e c u r i t y, d e m o n s t r a t o r Academy Village, AAUW, Colonia
i n t e r r u p t i o n , a n d m o d e r a t o r Verde Women’s Assn., NorthWest
effectiveness, etc. These issues will Center, Catalina Village Assisted
provide an opportunity to improve Living, Business Principals, and
future forums this spring with another SaddleBrooke country club.
training provided to the Tucson Carol West and Gini McGirr did a half
c o m m un i t y o n p l a nn i n g a nd h o u r r a d i o p r o g r a m o n t h e
moderating a forum.
Propositions for Citadel Broadcasting
Other candidate forums were for .

gVoter Service members conducted
voter registration throughout the TUSD candidates, Amphi School
District, Congressional District 7,
community.
Legislative District 26 (with 350
At the 6th Annual Native American attending) District 27. Several were in
Family Wellness Day held at Pima Green Valley.
Community College. Phyllis
Wassenberg, Maryann Cuddeback, The Corporation Commission forum,

Victor Bowleg- Chair
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MEMBERSHIP FORM
LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF GREATER TUCSON
July 1, 2010-June 30, 2011
Name:____________________________________________________Phone:________________
Address:_______________________________________________________Zip:_____________
Email:___________________________________Cell:__________________Fax:_____________
_____$60.00/Yr Individual Membership _____$90.00/Yr Household Membership
_____$30.00/Yr Student Membership
Individual dues include local ($24.70), state ($9.00), and national ($26.30) memberships.
Household dues include local ($37.45), state ($13.50), and national ($39.05) memberships.
Student dues include local ($12.35), state ($4.50), and national ($13.15) memberships.
$___________Contribution (not tax-deductible) $__________Education Fund (tax deductible)
(Note: Education Fund donations must be made by separate check)
For Dues and non tax-deductible Contribution payments please make checks payable to LWVGT
For Education Fund donations please make separate checks payable to LWVAZ Education Fund
Mail all checks to LWVGT, 2424 E. Broadway, Suite 110, Tucson, AZ 85719.
If you need further information, call (520) 327-7652.
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